


Torah LawsTorah Laws
Every law from God must be an expression of absolute love

Bottom Line = Do we trust God with LIFE – here & now?Do we accept God’s definition of LOVE?Will we find the fullest life and love living out God’s ways?Will we find more life and love living out our own feelings?

God’s laws = Intrinsic reality – Not imposed restrictionsThey simply describe how life works – sustainably

Any “Thou shalt not…” is simply God saying “That’s not love”
Living love IS obedience – not motivation to obey – because…If we are truly loving 1God and 2others with our whole beingWe will be automatically fulfilling every law of God –– in the Bible – in the universe

The idea of being set free from any of God’s laws is unthinkableBecause it means being set free from love

If God truly is love If Love is the fulfilling of the law
God has never given any law we would be better off without

– and… – then…



Torah LawsTorah Laws
Family – Parents, Marriage, Intermarriage, Divorce, Remarriage
Moral/Sexual – Fornication, Adultery, Incest, Polygamy, 

Prostitution, Homosexuality, Bestiality
Spiritual/Ceremonial – Idolatry, Occult, Blasphemy, Sabbath, 

Sacrifice, Holy things, Uncleanness, Cutting, Tattoos
Health/Hygiene – Food, Blood, Fat, Leprosy, Mold, Latrines
Criminal – Theft, Extortion, Lying, Kidnaping, Fighting, Murder
Civil/Economic - Wages, Weights & Measures, Justice & Equity

Treatment of aliens, poor, blind, deaf, elderly
Property – Boundaries, Inheritance, Debt, Lending

Servitude, Slavery, Animal control & breeding
Personal injury and responsibility

War – Treatment of prisoners – Division of spoils



“Judgment” words“Judgment” words
tam-me’ – Unclean, defiled, pollute, dishonor – Wide usage
hal-lel – Profane, pollute, defile, desecrate – Wide usage
to-e-bah – Abomination, detestable, offensive – Sexual, idolatry
nid-dah – Impure, unclean, filth – Menstruation
zim-mah – Wicked, shameful, lewd, immoral – Sexual
she-qets – Detestable, abhorrent – Unclean animals/food
pig-gul – Foul, unclean, fetid – Food
hes-sed – Reproach, shame, disgrace - Sexual
te-bel – Perversion, contamination - Sexual
a-sham – Guilt
a-won – Iniquity
het’ – Sin, offense



David KupelianDavid Kupelian
Political correctness basically amounts to nothing more 

or less than a prohibition on speaking the truth.
As they say, “the truth hurts” – honesty is always 

“offensive” to someone.
Expressed differently, when you hate the truth, then 

truth becomes “hate.”



PenaltiesPenalties
muth – Die – Put to death
ha-rag – Kill, slay
ra-gam – Stone – with stones (eben)
sa-raph – Burn – with fire (esh)
ha-ram – Devoted – to destruction – “Under the ban”
ka-rath – Cut off – from the people
o-nesh – Fine
ko-pher – Ransom price
sha-lam – Restitution
shub – Restore
na-qam – Avenge – Punish
“Set My face again”
“Eye for eye, tooth for tooth…”



Death Penalty for…Death Penalty for…
Premeditated Murder – Ex 21:12-14; Lev 24; Num 35; Deut 19
Kidnaping – Ex 21:16; Deut 24:7
Striking Parent – Ex 21:15
Cursing Parent – Ex 21:17; Lev 20:9
Rebellious Son – Deut 21:18-21
Occult practices – Ex 22:18
Idolatry – Deut 13:1-7; 17:2-5 – Stoned
Child sacrifice – Lev 20:2-5 – Stoned
Sabbath breaking – Ex 31:14-15; 35:2; Num 15:32-36 – Stoned
Blaspheming “the Name” – Leviticus 24:10-16 – Stoned
Unauthorized/profane contact with holy things – Num 1,3,4,18
False Prophet – Deut 18:20
False Witness - If verdict would be death - Deut 19:16-21



Death Penalty for…Death Penalty for…
Refusing to execute sentence issued by priest - Deut 17:8-12
New wife found to not be a virgin – Deut 22:20-21
Sex with another man’s wife – Lev 20:10
Sex with another man’s betrothed – Deut 22:23-27 - Stoned
Sex with step-mother – Leviticus 20:11
Sex with daughter-in-law – Leviticus 20:12
Sex with another male – Leviticus 20:13
Marrying a woman and her mother – Leviticus 20:14 – Burned
Sex with an animal – Exodus 22:19; Leviticus 20:15
Priest’s daughter playing the harlot – Leviticus 21:9 – Burned
Refusing to execute sentence issued by priest - Deut 17:8-12



Penalties…Penalties…
Reveal God’s view of the severity of a particular action
Preceded by due process
Required two or more witnesses – never just one
Deuteronomy 19:15 - ESVDeuteronomy 19:15 - ESV
15. A single witness shall not rise up against a man on account of any iniquity or any sin which he has committed; on the evidence of two or three witnesses a matter shall be confirmed.



Penalties…Penalties…
Reveal God’s view of the severity of a particular action
Preceded by due process
Required two or more witnesses – never just one
To fit the crime –

Not more – Not cruel or excessive
Not less – Devalues life, property and justice

Mostly not mandatory – Room for discretion & mercy
Have nothing to do with eternity – Room for repentance

even if temporal penalty is still carried out



Exodus 21:22-25 - VLTExodus 21:22-25 - VLT
22. And if men fightand strike a pregnant womanand her children go out and there is not harmhe shall surely be fined as her husband demandsand he shall give according to judgment.23. And if there is harmyou shall give life in place of life24. eye in place of eyetooth in place of toothhand in place of handfoot in place of foot25. burn in place of burnwound in place of woundbruise in place of bruise.
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Exodus 21:22-25 - VLTExodus 21:22-25 - VLT
22. And if men fightand strike a pregnant womanand her children go out and there is not harmhe shall surely be fined as her husband demandsand he shall give according to judgment.23. And if there is harmyou shall give life in place of life24. eye in place of eyetooth in place of toothhand in place of handfoot in place of foot25. burn in place of burnwound in place of woundbruise in place of bruise.



Leviticus 24:19-20 - VLTLeviticus 24:19-20 - VLT
19. And if a man gives a physical defect to his neighboras he did, so it will be done to him.20. fracture in place of fractureeye in place of eyetooth in place of tooth.As he gives a physical defect to the “adam”likewise it shall be given to him.21. A killer of an a domestic animal shall repay.A killer of an “adam” shall be put to death.22. One regulation shall be for you, as the alien as the native it shall bebecause I am Yehovah your God



Deuteronomy 19:15-19 - ESVDeuteronomy 19:15-19 - ESV
15. A single witness shall not rise up against a man on account of any iniquity or any sin which he has committed; on the evidence of two or three witnesses a matter shall be confirmed.16. If a malicious witness rises up against a man to accuse him of wrongdoing,17. then both the men who have the dispute shall stand before the Lord, before the priests and the judges who will be in office in those days.18. The judges shall investigate thoroughly, and if the witness is a false witness and he has accured his brother falsely,19. then you shall do to him just as he had intended to do to his brother….



Deuteronomy 19:16-21 - ESVDeuteronomy 19:16-21 - ESV
16. If a malicious witness rises up against a man to accuse him of wrongdoing,17. then both the men who have the dispute shall stand before the Lord, before the priests and the judges who will be in office in those days.18. The judges shall investigate thoroughly, and if the witness is a false witness and he has accured his brother falsely,19. then you shall do to him just as he had intended to do to his brother….21. Thus you shall show no pity: life for lifeeye for eyetooth for toothhand for handfoot for foot



Matthew 5:38-44 - ESVMatthew 5:38-44 - ESV
38. You have heard that it was said, “An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.”39. But I say to you, do not resist an evil person; but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also.40. If anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, let him have your coat also.41. Whoever forces you to go one mile, go with him two.42. Give to him who asks of you, and do not turn away from him who wants to borrow from you.43. You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.”44. But I say to you, love your enemies…



Deuteronomy 19:3Deuteronomy 19:3
3. You shall prepare roads for yourself, and divide into 

three parts the territory of your land which the Lord 
your God is giving you to inherit, that any manslayer 
may flee there. 



Deuteronomy 19:3-4Deuteronomy 19:3-4
3. You shall prepare roads for yourself, and divide into 

three parts the territory of your land which the Lord 
your God is giving you to inherit, that any manslayer 
may flee there. 

4. And this is the case of the manslayer who flees 
there, that he may live: Whoever kills his neighbor 
unintentionally, not having hated him in time past…



Joshua 20:4-6Joshua 20:4-6
3. …that the slayer who kills a person accidentally or unintentionally may flee there; and they shall be yorurefuge from the avenger of blood.4. And when he flees to one of those cities, and stands at the entrance of the gate of the city, and declares his case in the hearing of the elders of that city, they shall take him into the city as one of them, and give him a place, that he may dwell among them. 5. Then if the avenger of blood pursues him, they shall not deliver the slayer into his hand, because he struck his neighbor unintentionally, but did not hate him beforehand. 6. And he shall dwell in that city until he stands before the congregation for judgment… 





Deuteronomy 19:8-10Deuteronomy 19:8-10
8. Now if the Lord your God enlarges your territory, as He swore to your fathers, and gives you the land which He promised to give to your fathers, 9. and if you keep all these commandments and do them, which I command you today, to love the Lord your God and to walk always in His ways, then you shall add three more cities for yourself besides these three, 10. lest innocent blood be shed in the midst of your land which the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance, and thus guilt of bloodshed be upon you.



Deuteronomy 19:11-13Deuteronomy 19:11-13
11. But if anyone hates his neighbor, lies in wait for him, rises against him and strikes him mortally, so that he dies, and he flees to one of these cities, 12. then the elders of his city shall send and bring him from there, and deliver him over to the hand ofthe avenger of blood, that he may die. 13. Your eye shall not pity him, but you shall put away the guilt of innocent blood from Israel, that it may go well with you.



Deuteronomy 19:4-6Deuteronomy 19:4-6
4. “And this is the case of the manslayer who flees there, that he may live: Whoever kills his neighbor unintentionally, not having hated him in time past—5. as when a man goes to the woods with his neighbor to cut timber, and his hand swings a stroke with the ax to cut down the tree, and the head slips from the handle and strikes his neighbor so that he dies—he shall flee to one of these cities and live; 6. lest the avenger of blood, while his anger is hot, pursue the manslayer and overtake him, because the way is long, and kill him, though he was not deserving of death, since he had not hated the victim in time past. 



Joshua 20:6Joshua 20:6
6. And he shall dwell in that city until he stands before 

the congregation for judgment, and until the death of 
the one who is high priest in those days. Then the 
slayer may return and come to his own city and his 
own house, to the city from which he fled.’” 




