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Dec 10-16

Week 50 

This week we follow Paul’s harrowing journey to Rome, where he was
imprisoned under house arrest for two years. While there, he ministered to those
in Rome, both within and outside the church, and wrote letters. Four of the
letters have come down to us as Philippians, Colossians, Philemon, and
Ephesians. Tune in to the various concerns of each of these books and notice
how Paul’s imprisonment affected the themes. 

Titus and 1 Timothy were written after Paul had been released from prison.
Evidently, his first meeting with the Emperor Nero went well. Both of these
letters address the problem of false teaching in the church, but that emphasis is
much stronger in 1 Timothy. Also, whereas Titus instructed the young minister
about the establishment of churches on the island of Crete, 1 Timothy was
written about leadership of the church in Ephesus, which had existed for a while
and had been led by Paul for three years. There is much food for thought for the
modern church in the books we will encounter this week.
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Day 1

Read Acts 27-28

Act 3 - Scene 4 - Reading 32

Today we finish the amazing book of Acts. Paul was sent to Rome by ship.
Sailing was often a calculated risk, and we see two opposing dynamics in Acts
27: the desire of the captain and owner of the ship to get to their destination,
versus impending weather that could lead to disaster. Notice, however, that the
storm and shipwreck gave Paul a platform for the gospel, as God miraculously
worked through the apostle in a number of ways. The storm and shipwreck are
vivid narratives given to us by Luke, who was there (for example, “we” is used
in Acts 27:29). 

Once in Italy, as Paul traveled to Rome, he met and was encouraged by fellow
believers. There he was placed under house arrest but was given a good deal of
freedom. Shared with Jewish leaders, his gospel brought a mixed response, and
Paul saw this as another fulfillment of Isaiah 6:9-10. Acts ends with Paul’s
spending two years in Rome, boldly preaching the gospel. 

Paul took every opportunity to share the gospel. What opportunities have you
had this week?
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Day 2

Read Philippians

Act 3 - Scene 4 - Reading 33

Paul wrote this letter from prison, probably when he was under house arrest in
Rome in about AD 60. The church in Philippi was only about a decade old,
having been founded by Paul on his second missionary trip, and was
experiencing both persecution and a struggle with unity. Epaphroditus, a minister
from Philippi, had brought Paul the Philippians’ monetary gift to help with the
apostle’s living expenses and had traveled back to Philippi with this letter.
Watch for the following key themes. 

1. Paul had great joy, even in the face of possible death, and he encouraged the
Philippians to choose joy in the face of the persecution they were
experiencing. 

2. The Philippians needed to choose unity (see 1:27-28; 4:1-2) since some
were struggling to walk together in peace. 

3. There were good examples to follow as the believers chose joy and unity:
Christ (see 2:5-11), ministers like Timothy and Epaphroditus (see 2:19-30),
and Paul (see 3:1-21). 

Who is an example of joy in your life? 

In what areas do you need to choose joy today?
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Day 3

Read Philemon; Colossians

Act 3 - Scene 4 - Reading 34

The letters to Philemon and the Colossians were sent at the same time (see
Colossians 4:9; Philemon 10), probably during Paul’s imprisonment in Rome.
Paul had never visited this church (see Col 2:1), but he had met those from the
church during his ministry in Asia. 

The letter to Philemon, written to an individual and his household, concerned a
runaway slave, Onesimus, who had become a believer in Christ through Paul’s
ministry. The message highlights the unity and forgiveness brought to
relationships through the gospel. 

Colossians was written to the church in the city of Colossae, a city located in the
Lycus Valley and on a major crossroads 110 miles east of Ephesus. The
Colossian believers lived in a culture permeated by superstition; religious
influences emphasizing certain rules and rituals were skewing the theological
perspective of many in the church. So Colossians is about growing in sound
theology—right thinking about Christ and the gospel. Notice especially the
apostle’s emphasis on the supremacy of Christ. 

Meditate on Colossians 1:15-20. How do religious and cultural currents seek to
de-emphasize or negate the supremacy and glory of Christ?



Week 50 Chronological Bible Reading Plan 2023 Page 5.

Day 4

Read Ephesians 1-4

Act 3 - Scene 4 - Reading 35

Another letter probably written from prison in Rome, Ephesians gives a strong
word of encouragement about Christ’s love for the church and his victory over
the spiritual powers that oppose God and hurt people. The book seems to have
originally been written to a group of churches in the area around Ephesus, the
capital of Asia. 

Notice the theme of blessing with which the book starts. We have much to
celebrate as followers of Christ. God’s powerful work in the gospel involves
deliverance of people from sin and death, and he has broken down the walls that
divide people racially and religiously (Jews and Gentiles), making them one new
people who experience God’s presence. 

Watch for the powerful prayers in this book (see Ephesians 1:15-19; 3:14-21)
and let them express your prayers to God. In chapter 4 we find a beautiful
picture of unity in the church and our purpose: the building up of the body of
Christ in love and truth. 

Read the practical instructions of Ephesians 4:25-32, asking how you might
apply this truth to your life today.
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Day 5

Read Ephesians 5-6; Titus

Act 3 - Scene 4 - Reading 36

In chapters 5–6 of Ephesians you will find a good deal of practical teaching on
the Christian life, and the book ends with an emphasis on spiritual warfare as we
stand against the devil. 

Paul wrote Titus, sending the letter to his young protégé probably after his first
imprisonment in Rome. Titus was in a ministry that needed much work. Part of
his task was to establish churches and organize them around new leadership. So
Paul dealt with the appointment of church elders and instructed Titus about false
teaching. False teachers seem to have been an almost universal reality in the
church of the first century, as they are in ours. The book also gives practical
instruction for living rightly as believers, including appropriate behavior. 

Read Ephesians 6:18 and use the verse as an encouragement to pray throughout
this day. 

What emphases in Titus seem to be needed in your church at present?
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Day 6

Read 1 Timothy

Act 3 - Scene 4 - Reading 37

Although much longer than Titus, 1 Timothy has not only a number of
similarities to that book but also key differences. Written from Macedonia in
about AD 62 after Paul’s imprisonment in Rome, 1 Timothy addresses a young
minister whom Paul had left behind in Ephesus. It seems that some of Paul’s
concerns, expressed in Acts 20:28-31, had been realized, false teachers having
infiltrated the church. Watch for themes such as the true gospel, qualifications
for a church leader, characteristics of false teaching and divisiveness, and right
character for a leader. The book underscores the value of godly leadership. 

Pray for and encourage your church’s leaders today. Do something to express
your love and appreciation for them.
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Day 7

Reading Summary for Week 50 

After Paul arrived in Rome he wrote four prison letters while he was waiting for
his appeal to come before the emperor. These include a short personal
exhortation (Philemon), a letter to a congregation wracked by false teaching
(Colossians), a glorious reflection on the relationship of Christ and his church
(Ephesians), and a thank-you letter to a congregation that had been generous to
him but needed to work at church unity (Philippians). After he was released and
began traveling again, the apostle wrote additional letters.

Prayer/Meditation 

Dear Lord Jesus, I worship you for working your sovereign plan in the lives of
your people, even when difficulty comes. You used Paul’s detention to give him
the occasion to write wonderful letters that have blessed your people down
through the centuries. Thanks especially for the joy Paul expressed in his letter
to the Philippians, and give me this kind of joy, whatever the circumstances. I
long to rejoice in the Lord always, as Paul so wonderfully did. Amen.


